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The Stomps Burkhardt Chair Company manufac-

Memorial Mass
will be held
Sunday, May 24
at 11:30 a.m.
Weather permit-
ting, services will
be held outside
the Memorial
Chapel. Father
Gene Contadino
will preside.
Please join us.

All gave
some—some
gave all. We
honor all the
soldiers who
give us our
freedom.

tured good quality chairs and rockers and was
known for their flair in woodworking. They were
famous for their Roman type chairs with a boat g
The chairs are still known throughout the antique
market.

Gustav Stomps, the son of a civil engineer, wi

born in Prussia (now Germany) on Sept. 29, 182/.

Stomps received an excellent education in the G
man school system where he learned the trade @
leather tanning. Stomps left Germany in the spr
of 1848 during the political disturbances of

Germany. He landed in New York with only a fe
cents in his pocket. Stomps stayed in New York
six months before coming to Cincinnati where hig
oldest brother, Joseph, was living. There he fou

eat.
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employment at McCabe’s tannery. In 1850 Stom

Stomps monument in Calvary Cemetery

contracted smallpox and during his recovery timé

learned the trade of chair making. By 1851 Gustav and Josaptifactured chairs in
Lawrenceburg, Indiana. A year later a flood destroyed ofdsawrenceburg. The
Stomps brothers sold out their company and moved to Dayton titesrevorked with

several furniture manufacturers.
In 1860 The G. Stomps Bro. & Company was
Stomps, and Martin Brabec. They produced cha

plush, cane and wood seat chairs, and rockers. On Now62RLB. Burkhardt purchased
Martin Brabec’s interest in the company and a month Gumtav bought out his brother’s

interest. The firm then became known as G. Sto

installed machinery that would enable them to produces<bhgimachine instead of by

hand. The chair factory and two-story office was
Mill Street. The warehouse was one block south

buildings were on opposite sides of the Erie Canal. Thiesclvare
shipped by canal boat to their eventual destinations. EfieeCanal was
eventually filled in and is now Patterson Boulevard.)

On December 11, 1884 after all the employees werefgotie day,

a fire started near the packing room on the 2nd fl

such as lumber shavings, paint and varnish made the feadspuickly.

The fire was contained to one building, but the lo

least $40,000.00. Insurance covered only $17,000.00 of the loss.

Continued on page 2
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Stomps married Catherine Mahrt in 1852. Catherine, atedige German, was
born on April 7, 1828. She came to the United States in 185€kaiudd in
Philadelphia for some time. It is interesting to nbtd Catherine’s sister, Anna, had
come to the states prior to Catherine. She marriegpbdStomps, Gustav’s brothey,
and they resided in Cincinnati. It was Gustav's jotrawel to Philadelphia to escort
the newly arrived Catherine to Cincinnati to be with $ister. The two must have
gotten along during the trip as they were married soon aftee.union of Gustav
and Catherine bore eight children—Mary Adelaide (Burkha(@#therine (Vogel), Elizabeth (Stengel), Theresa
(Kramer), Anna (Mabhrt), Francis, Gustave and Rosem@s first child, Mary Adelaide, married R.P. Burkhardt
who bought into the Stomps Chair Company. The company alglowsd Stomps’ son and most of his sons-in-
law. A young 14 month old son, Karl, died May 18, 1870 drowmrgycistern. The Stomps attended Emmanue
Church.

On June 26, 1890, Gustav was on his way to his youdgeaghter’s graduation in Oldenburg, Indiana. She
was to graduate as valedictorian of her class. Gast@d\Catherine left Dayton for the ceremony. The weather
was extremely warm. Gustav was overcome with the heldlied of a stroke in Batesville, Indiana before ever
reaching the graduation. He left his family a fortuneth@ae Mahrt Stomps died May 9, 1911.

The company name was changed to Stomps Burkhardt Compiitg. peak from 1890-1900 the company
employed 250 workers and had sales offices in Ohio, Indidea York, Pennsylvania, lllinois, and overseas.

Richard Peter Burkhardt was the sonimdaGustav Stomps and president and manager of the Stomps
Burkhardt Chair Company. Born in Baden, Germany on Oct2®et 845 the son of Joseph and Theresia
(Berberich) Burkhardt. They came to the United Statd850 with their seven children and settled in Dayton.
One child, Frank Stephen, had come to the United Statksre The children of Joseph and Theresia arekFran
Stephen, Theresa (Huberty), Gertrude (Burkhardt), August,\JJotary (Sacksteder), Mark A., and Richard P.
Jr., the youngest.

Richard was five years old when his parents cartiestbnited States. He attended parochial grade school and
St. Marys Institute and later became an errand bdyecdabinetmaker’s union. Burkhardt apprenticed as a
cabinetmaker with Philip Haverstick. He took employment wighM. Ohmer Co., a furniture manufacturing

company, and remained there until a fire destroyed the compd®69. In 1869

Burkhardt purchased an interest in the G. Stomps & Gmufacturer of chairs.
| Eleven years later on November 21, 1871 he married the densghter, Mary

—l_ —l_ Adelaide Stomps. On January 1, 1890 the company merged irtotnes-Burkhardt

Company with Burkhardt as vice-president. Six months @atmtav Stomps died and

Burkhardt became president of the company. Burkhardt inventedasenachines

used to manufacture chairs. Mary Adelaide Stomps Budkhaorn August 27, 1853

died on May 12, 1893. She was only 39 years old. They hatiigixen—Richard P.

Jr., William M. (both worked for the company), Mary AatGerine T. (Wagner),

Eleanor (Keyes) and a child that died in infancy. héalth of R. P. Burkhardt
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For more information
contact:

Calvary Cemetery Judy Pavy has been with Calvary Cemetery for 2ésyePavy started in March
Calvary & S. Dixie Aves. |1984 as administrative assistant. In 1999 she was promotearketing/Public Rela-
Dayton, OH 45409 tions director, a position she currently holds. Pavyasried to Tom Pavy and has two

beautiful, successful daughters, Krishna and Kalindi M&hlJudy enjoys gardening
Phone: 937-293-1221 |and traveling. Hepassionis traveling to Hawaii and hopes to move there
Fax:  937-293-7316 |when she wins the lottery. Superintendent, Rick Meade &ddsmost

noteworthy accomplishment is the thousands of families shadiped in

Visit our website at: designing memorials for their loved ones.”
www.calvarycemeterydayton.orng




